Here are some points to consider as you prepare and give your own testimony: 

1. Don't glamorize sin by telling about its pleasures or how wicked you used to be, or how you "got away with it." You may, however, emphasize the emptiness, guilt, and misery you experienced as a result of sin. Note: A sinful past is not necessary for effective witnessing. Jesus, who knew no sin, was the most effective soul winner the world has ever known. 

2. Avoid expressions that may not be meaningful to a non-Christian (Christianese or Adventese), such as, "receiving a blessing" (does he know what you mean by a blessing?), "since I crune into the message," or "after I accepted the truth." Instead 0f these expressions, you might say something like, "After I accepted Jesus my personal Saviour.'' 

3. Don't be wordy or preachy. Make your testimony short and to the point. You should be able to give your testimony in four minutes or less. Less is more.

4. Never speak critically of other churches. Don't mention the church into which you were born and don't refer to joining the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It will probably be safest not to mention any denominational names, including Seventh-day Adventist, in your witness of your experience with Christ. Later you may have opportunity to give a church testimony in which you will mention your church, but in the basic testimony we are now discussing it will be much better to refer to the church simply as Christ's great family. 

5. Never give a long list of the sacrifices you have had to make since you became a Christian or of the things you have had to give up or of the hardships you have had to face. What are these things compared with the "eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17) that is the Christian's reward? Instead, emphasize the positive benefits of being a Christian. 

6. Be specific. People tend to forget generalities, but remember specifics. Instead of saying, for instance, "It is wonderful!" tell the person that "it is a wonderful feeling to go to bed at night knowing that if I don't waken in the morning I will wake up in the resurrection and live forever." Instead of saying, "I have peace," explain exactly what you mean. Say, for instance, "My husband travels a lot. His work can be more hazardous at times. Since we both became Christians I have come to know that his life is in God's hands. If anything should happen to him, I know that Jesus will be ever present to help in our time of need.

7. Identify with the person. Emphasize those areas in your experience that you share in common with the person you’re talking to. Use elements from your experience that will enable him/her to see themselves in your life. It is a law of life that when a person sees similarities between his experience and yours he will be more likely to accept the solutions you have found to your problems. Don't hesitate to mention some traumatic experience in your life: the loss of a loved one, war, an accident, separation from a mate, loss of a job, moving. The mention of these events may draw you closer to your prospect and arouse their comment These events in your life may have prepared you or played a role in leading you to Christ. Note these words from the pen of inspiration: "Some who engage in the work of saving souls, fail to secure the best results because they do not carry out with thoroughness the work that they began with much enthusiasm. . . . They do not identify themselves with those whom they wish to help to reach the Bible standard of Christianity." -Gospel Workers, p. 381.

8. Emphasize the friendliness you have found in Christ's great family. Because many people are lonely, the mention of warmth and friendliness usually strikes a responsive chord. Stress the comfort of belonging. 

9. Always be kind and tactful. Never appear to be self-righteous. In deciding what to say and what not to say, consider the background of the other person. Remember that speaking of Christ to an uncommitted person in the presence of others may cause embarrassment, so use tact and common sense in such situations. Above all be completely natural. 

10. Keep Christ central.  It’s all about Jesus not you.  Weave into your testimony the love and harmony that Christ can bring into the home and family life, the relief from guilt feelings that comes with forgiveness (you might read Psalm 32: 1, 2), or the fortitude with which a Christian can face old age, terminal illness, and even death, because he does not face these things alone.

11. Pray that your countenance will radiate Christian assurance, and let your smile speak the language of heaven. Remember Stephen: "And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel" (Acts 6:15).

· Write it down, memorize it, and rehearse it.  That’s the only way you’ll be ready to share it at any time. You never know when the opportunity will come to share your testimony.  Be ready!

Review questions:

